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CHILD SOCIAL WORK
AGREEMENT
Rights based agreement – an example session plan for
child-social work agreement 

This session plans provides an example of how an agreement 
between a child and their worker can be developed. This can be 
used between a child and member of staff, e.g. social worker or 
between an organisation and a group of children, e.g. an agreement 
between Corporate Parents within a Local Authority and care 
experienced children and young people.

Agreements such as this can be important in disseminating 
knowledge and mutual understanding of the rights and responsible 
actions of all parties. In doing so they can engage in affected parties 
in a partnership to achieving their mutual goals.
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WHAT IS IT YOU 
WANT TO ACHIEVE?

Example:  Individual agreements - What are the meaningful ways in which we can work together to 
achieve your goals for reaching your potential and being the best that you can be?

Organisational agreements - “What are the meaningful ways in which the Corporate Parenting Board 
and care experienced children and young people can work together to achieve this help for our care 
experienced population?”

Q. What are things that children and young people need to reach their full potential? What would 
help you grow up to be the best that you can be. (Article 29)

Using a Venn diagram as a model for the discussion – e.g. a child and social worker take the opportunity 
to complete their own section separately. An Independent Reviewing Officer could help with this.

Child

Common themes

e.g:

Health

Listened to

Family

Social Worker

List the common themes in the centre.

It is important for each partner (child/professional) to complete this as the child may not see things that 
help them to reach their potential that the practitioner would, using their professional judgement. Also, 
a social worker may not see things from the child’s perspective, allowing a child to be empowered to 
identify their own priority of needs.

This can be completed with children and/or young people, with an individual, siblings, a family or a 
population.  Resources are available at www.childcomwales.org.uk to help you think about how to tailor 
work to different age groups. 

There can be as many themes as is appropriate or identified. It is important to link each to children’s 
rights as this bases the foundation of this agreement on the needs the child has.  A copy of the 		
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) can be found on page 4.

http://www.childcomwales.org.uk
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Once complete, you have the foundations of an agreement. It might be useful to set out your mutual 
goal at the top. Please see the template agreement below:

Example:  We pledge to work together to respect children’s rights, ensuring care experienced children 
and young people living in (insert LA) have every opportunity to be safe, listened to, healthy and the 
best they can be.

Example agreement based on example Venn above:

Child / Young Person Common Theme Social Worker
I will:

	n Attend appointments

	n Try my best to make healthy 
choices

	n Speak up if I feel something 
is wrong

Health

Article 24: Every child has the 
right to a clean environment, 
nutritious food, clean water and 
medical attention when required

I will:

	n Make sure to let you know in 
good time of appointments 
we have made, and help you 
to understand why meetings 
and appointments are going 
ahead.

	n Provide support to help you 
understand healthy eating/
heathy relationships, and 
support you to make choices 
that are good for you.

	n Provide opportunities for you 
to have your voice heard and 
make it clear who you can 
talk to if you feel you are not 
being listened to.

I will:

	n Attend my Reviews

	n Ask for help if I feel I cannot 
speak up myself

Listened to

Article 12: Every child has the 
right to be heard in decision that 
affect them

I will:

	n Provide information that is 
understandable, in plenty of 
time for you to be involved

	n Provide feedback about how 
we have/could make changes 
based on your views

	n Make sure you know where 
to ask for help if you need to 
speak up
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